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Do-it-yourself home staging equals big cash

By Dion Williams

dion@dwdesigngroup.com
If you are getting ready to sell your house, then home staging - if done right - is a smart strategy to help you sell your property faster for top dollar.

Staging prepares a home for sale by organizing its exterior and interior spaces so it shows at its best. Staging is the balanced placement of furnishings, textiles, accessories, lighting and color in clean, clutterless spaces to create positive first impressions, which sell houses.

You can hire an interior designer who offers home staging services, or you can save money by doing the work yourself. At minimum, the following staging tips should be applied to prepare any property for sale:

> Create curb appeal by trimming hedges, mowing the yard, sweeping the walks and warming up the entrance with potted flowers and a fresh doormat. Make sure house numbers are legible and entry lights are clean and attractive. An unappealing exterior may discourage buyers from taking that critical first step through the front door.

> Fix broken trim, clean soiled carpets and apply a fresh coat of paint where needed. Clean, scrub and then clean some more. Heavy air fresheners imply the homeowner may be trying to hide a problem odor, so go easy on scented candles and sprays. A house that is deep cleaned and in good repair will show buyers the property is well cared for.

> Get rid of all interior and exterior clutter, even if that means putting it in storage. Don't be tempted to hide things in closets. Remove excessive furniture, papers, magazines, knickknacks, plants and toys. Clutter makes people feel ill at ease and creates the impression that the house is too small and lacks sufficient storage.

> Open blinds and curtains and turn on lights for every showing. Add lamps to brighten dark corners and replace burned-out bulbs. Your home should be kept at a comfortable temperature for showings.

> Make each room inviting by using color discriminately and decorating appropriately. Bedrooms should be restful, bathrooms spa-like, kitchens warm and family rooms cozy. Your favorite color might be pink, but it could be a deal breaker if painted in the dining room. Furniture should be arranged to promote flowing pathways from one room to the next. You want buyers to linger in every room, imagining themselves living in the home.

> Choose one use for each room and decorate accordingly. Don't try to fill a guest room with a bed, workout equipment and computer desk. A cramped, mixed-use room will suggest the home is too small and lacks adequate space.

> If a home stager could choose just one item to remove from a property during a showing, it would be the homeowner. If the seller is at home, it implies they are literally attached to their property, and this can make potential buyers nervous and uncomfortable. So hit the road, and take your pets with you.

